Lee Robson Patient Care Grants
Our Patient Care Grants were created with the help of our first patient Ambassador Lee Robson. Lee
first fought leukaemia in 2002 at the age of just 23. He spent the next ten years working and
fundraising for charities and just generally making the world a better place.
Lee was very passionate about helping patients and desperately wanted to help people who were
struggling. He brought the issue of finances to our trustees, showing how much patients can suffer
as a result of their diagnosis and he highlighted just how little help there is available to adults dealing
with these diseases. He took part in some fundraising activities to help Bright Red fund our very first
outreach nurse, and it was shortly after these events he found out his leukaemia had returned.
Our patient care grants were created to try and fill the gap Lee identified. They were renamed to
honour Lee’s memory out of respect for everything he has done for blood cancer patients in the
north.
What are they?
A Lee Robson Patient Care Grant is a one-off grant of up to £250 for adults suffering with blood
cancer in the north.
They are designed to cover a wide range of practical needs. Some of the typical expenses Bright Red
grants can help with are fares to and from hospital for treatment, heating bills, washing machines
and other household items to help make life easier.
Who are they for?
You can apply for a Lee Robson Patient Care Grant if you have blood cancer/blood disorder and are
receiving regular hospital treatment within the North East & Cumbria region.
Grant Criteria
• You will need to attend one of the hospitals outlined above on a regular basis, IE at least once a
week, for a minimum of four weeks.
• All applications need to be completed together with either: social workers for NCCC, or a CNS for
other hospitals.
• They will need to be endorsed by either your doctor, charge nurse/sister or your clinical nurse
specialist.
• Your savings need to be no more than £6,000 if you are single, or £8,000 as a couple or family.
• Your household disposable income (this means the total amount left once you have paid your
mortgage, rent or council tax) is under: £170 a week for a single Person £289 per couple NB:
Disability Living Allowance and Attendance Allowance do not count as disposable income.
• Since the amount of money available for grants is limited we will usually only be able to offer this
kind of support once. Award amounts will vary depending on circumstances and needs but it will not
exceed £25O.

• Grants are issued via cheque. We are not able to issue cheques in any other way. It’s therefore
extremely important that your details on the form are correct.

How do I get one?
We aim to make our application process as simple and as quick as possible. There may be occasions
where we will need to ask for proof of certain items, in which case we will do this as soon as possible
in order to ensure your application is progressing.
Step one: You will need to download the application form via www.brightred.org.uk or you can
request for a form to be posted to you by calling 0191 269 5467.
Step two: Ask your social worker or CNS to complete the grant application form together with you at
your local hospital. They will then put the application forward for approval on your behalf.
Step Three: Ask your social worker or CNS to scan and send the completed application form to
Support@brightred.org.uk
Step four: Bright Red will process your application and will notify you within ten working days the
outcome of our grant.
Step five: lf your application is approved, payments are generally sent out within ten working days.
Payments can only be made via cheque and will be sent to the address on your form. Any personal
or medical information included in your application will be treated confidentially.
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